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This week, we cover a mix of stories that matter to Indian Americans: from visa battles and political shifts to cultural
celebrations and business milestones. We highlight the challenges of OPT and H-1B, the achievements of our community in
academia and tech, and the vibrant traditions that keep us connected. Read on for a curated look at the news that shapes our

lives.
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IMMIGRATION & VISA

Visa policies continue to dominate headlines. New bills threaten H-1B freezes, and experts clarify OPT rules. These stories track the hurdles
and heartbreaks of the American dream.
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Students' backdoor to US jobs? Senators target OPT
amid bill to freeze H-1B
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COMMUNITY & DIASPORA

From a grand wedding shutting down Fifth Avenue to gatherings in D.C. countering hate, our community makes its presence felt. We also

CULTURE

cover personal journeys of return and resilience.

Indian-American couple shut down NYC’s Fifth
Avenue for an hour. Part of their 5-day wedding
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Part of their 5-day wedding&nbsp;&nbsp;
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South Windsor Indian American
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POLITICS

‘I feel overwhelmed’: Woman returns
to India after 17 years in US, opens
up about how life has changed
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POLITICS
36 AAPI-Owned Snacks, Drinks, and
Staples We Can’t Stop Buying
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POLITICS
11 Motivational Quotes from
Trailblazing AAPI Women
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POLITICS
Vidya Vox on Identity Crisis, Family
Trauma & YouTube Success | Indian
American Story | Diaspora Dialogues
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POLITICS

Celebrate Asian American, Native
Hawaiian and Pacific Islander
Heritage Month 2026 at the
Smithsonian
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Smithsonian&nbsp;&nbsp;

POLITICS

NY mayor encourages King Charles
to return Indian diamond

NY mayor encourages King Charles to return Indian
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POLITICS

Priyanka Chopra Opens Up On
Raising Daughter Malti Marie In
'Partially American' Family
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POLITICS
‘Bringing Chandu home’: Indian
student commits suicide in US,
fundraiser launched

‘Bringing Chandu home’: Indian student commits
suicide in US, fundraiser launched&nbsp;&nbsp;

POLITICS
HfHR and Partners Statement:
Indian Intelligence Involvement in
Attempted Killing of American
Citizen
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POLITICS
PM Modi attends heads of mission
conference in Delhi

PM Modi attends heads of mission conference in
Delhi&nbsp;&nbsp;

POLITICS
Indian American author Megha
Majumdar wins NYPL Cullman
Center fellowship

Indian American author Megha Majumdar wins NYPL
Cullman Center fellowship&nbsp;&nbsp;

POLITICS

Keweenaw Bay Indian Community
celebrates 5th annual Children’s
Water Walk
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annual Children’s Water Walk&nbsp;&nbsp;
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Indian-Australian become largest
overseas-born Aussies taking over
England
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Aussies taking over England&nbsp;&nbsp;

POLITICS
Asian American Women in Politics
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POLITICS
South Asian Americans Gather In
D.C. To Counter Hate, Affirm
Message: We Belong
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POLITICS

'T had a PhD, wanted to teach at IIMs
- but was told...": Indian-American
author responds to Vembu
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POLITICS
NRI in US asked to wait ‘2 months’ to
get broken bone fixed, moves back to
India

NRI in US asked to wait ‘2 months’ to get broken
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POLITICS
"Waited 2 Months To Get Broken
Bone Fixed": NRI In US Explains
Why He Moved Back To India
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CULTURE

Wedding visit turns nightmare: NRI
doctor’s 750g gold jewellery stolen at
Bengaluru kalyana mantapa

Wedding visit turns nightmare: NRI doctor’s 750g
Bengaluru  kalyana

gold jewellery stolen at
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POLITICS

Indian student balancing classes and
job in Canada, says she is ‘stuck in a
loop’

Indian student balancing classes and job in Canada,
says she is ‘stuck in a loop’&nbsp;&nbsp;

POLITICS

PM Modi’s possible Australia visit
sparks race among India-linked
groups to host high-profile event
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POLITICS
This Grand Indian Band Baja Baraat
Shuts Down Manhattan NYC

This Grand Indian Band Baja Baraat Shuts Down
Manhattan NYC&nbsp;&nbsp;
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Got an event? Tell us.

Submit your association's events & announcements free at nriherald.com/submit, featured in print and online.




BUSINESS & TECH

Indian-origin leaders make waves in tech and business. Parag Agrawal leads a new company, Apurva Shrivastava builds a billion-dollar AT

BUSINESS

startup, and Google signs a Pentagon deal.

Who is Parag Agrawal? This Indian-American CEQ,
fired by Elon Musk, is now leading a Rs 16,000 crore

compa

ho is Parag Agrawal? This Indian-American CEO, fired by Elon
Musk, is now leading a Rs 16,000 crore compa&nbsp;&nbsp;

TECH

Meet Apurva Shrivastava: Indian-
origin engineer who turned a ‘missed
call’ idea into $1 billion AI startu

Meet Apurva Shrivastava: Indian-origin engineer who

turned a ‘missed call’ idea into $1 billion AI
startu&nbsp;&nbsp;

TECH
Google Signs Pentagon Al Deal
Despite Employee Backlash

Google Signs Pentagon AI Deal Despite Employee
Backlash&nbsp;&nbsp;



ACADEMIA & HONORS

Indian American researchers and academics earn top honors. From Stanford appointments to Florida University awards, these stories

highlight intellectual achievement.

POLITICS

Four Indian American researchers win 2026 Florida

University honors

F our Indian American researchers win 2026 Florida University
honors&nbsp;&nbsp;
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Bala Natarajan named Kansas State Four Indian American academics
University Distinguished Professor cleared for Stanford jobs

Bala Natarajan named Kansas State University Four Indian American academics cleared for Stanford
Distinguished Professor&nbsp;&nbsp; jobs&nbsp;&nbsp;

POLITICS
Indian American computer scientist
joins California governor race

Indian American computer scientist joins California
governor race&nbsp;&nbsp;

NRI HERALD - TOOLS

Green Card Tracker

India EB-1/2/3 priority dates with month-over-month movement, updated from the Visa Bulletin. nriherald.com/visa




CULTURE & ENTERTAINMENT

Music, books, and identity take center stage. Karsh Kale releases a new album, Megha Majumdar wins a fellowship, and Vidya Vox discusses

CULTURE

her journey.

Indian-American musician Karsh Kale dives into his

new album 'Dust’

I ndian-American musician Karsh Kale dives into his new album

'Dust'&nbsp;&nbsp;

POLITICS

Global degrees on Indian soil sound
like a great deal, until you read the
fine print
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POLITICS
NRI Dies in Eluru Crash While
Returning to US
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‘Parents don’t buy books here’: NRI
women shares 4 facilities US
government provides to public school
stu
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SPORTS

Los Angeles Knight Riders And
CricMax Cricket Development
Partnership Across America

Los Angeles Knight Riders And CricMax Cricket
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